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SUNDAY, May 17, 2026                                                The Seventh Sunday of Easter 
Caldwell United Methodist Church, 8 Academy Road, Caldwell, N. J. 07006 

Rev. Kil Jae Park, Pastor                                      Worship Music: Rosalyn McClore 
 
 
 
PRELUDE                            “Sweet Hour of Prayer”                         Rosalyn McClore      
 
WELCOME AND INVOCATION                                                                     Pastor Park                                             
 
* OPENING HYMN             “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”                        UMH # 110 
 

1. A mighty fortress is our God, 
a bulwark never failing; 
our helper he amid the flood 
of mortal ills prevailing. 
For still our ancient foe 
doth seek to work us woe; 
his craft and power are great, 
and armed with cruel hate, 
on earth is not his equal. 
 

2. Did we in our own strength confide, 
our striving would be losing, 
were not the right man on our side, 
the man of God's own choosing. 
Dost ask who that may be? 
Christ Jesus, it is he; 
Lord Sabaoth, his name, 
from age to age the same, 
and he must win the battle. 
 

3. And though this world, with devils filled, 
should threaten to undo us, 
we will not fear, for God hath willed 
his truth to triumph through us. 
The Prince of Darkness grim, 
we tremble not for him; 
his rage we can endure, 
for lo, his doom is sure; 
one little word shall fell him. 
 

4. That word above all earthly powers, 
no thanks to them, abideth; 
the Spirit and the gifts are ours, 
thru him who with us sideth. 
Let goods and kindred go, 
this mortal life also; 
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the body they may kill; 
God's truth abideth still; 
his kingdom is forever. 

                          
PRAYER OF CONFESSION    
Gracious God, you have exalted your Son Jesus Christ to your right hand, yet we 
confess that we often live as though he is far off. We get caught up in our own 
lives, neglecting the call to be your witnesses. We stray from your vision for 
unity, fostering division and putting off your commands. We take comfort in our 
own strength, rather than waiting for and relying on the power of your Spirit. 
Forgive us, Lord. Guide us, and grant us grace to follow our Savior into a life of 
service. In his holy name, we pray.  In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

L: In the name of Jesus, you are forgiven. 
P: In the name of Jesus, you are forgiven. 

 
CHURCH FAMILY NEWS AND PASSING OF THE PEACE                        Pastor Park 
 
GATHERING SONG                            “He is Lord”                                       UMH # 177 
 

He is Lord, he is Lord! 
He is risen from the dead and he is Lord! 

Every knee shall bow, every tongue confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord. 

 
SCRIPTURE                                       John 17:1-11                           
After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: “Father, the hour has come. 
Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you.  
2 For you granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to 
all those you have given him.  
3 Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom 
you have sent.  
4 I have brought you glory on earth by finishing the work you gave me to do.  
5 And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the 
world began.  
6 “I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were 
yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word.  
7 Now they know that everything you have given me comes from you.  
8 For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them. They knew 
with certainty that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me.  
9 I pray for them. I am not praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for 
they are yours.  
10 All I have is yours, and all you have is mine. And glory has come to me 
through them.  
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11 I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to 
you. Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name, the name you gave me, so 
that they may be one as we are one. 
 
Reader: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
ANTHEM                        “Jesus the Very Thought of Thee”                     CUMC Choir                                                         
 

MESSAGE                                         “Why Pray?”                                      Pastor Park 
                                                                       
RECEIVING THE MORNING’S OFFERINGS                                        
 
*DOXOLOGY                                                                                                     UMH # 95  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him all creatures here below 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

* PRAYER OF DEDICATION                                                                         Pastor Park                                           
 
PRAYER                                                                                                      Pastor Karen    
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER    
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
* HYMN                                         “Sweet Hour of Prayer”                            UMH # 496 
 

1. Sweet hour of prayer! sweet hour of prayer! 
that calls me from a world of care, 
and bids me at my Father's throne 
make all my wants and wishes known. 
In seasons of distress and grief, 
my soul has often found relief, 
and oft escaped the tempter's snare 
by thy return, sweet hour of prayer! 
 

2. Sweet hour of prayer! sweet hour of prayer! 
the joys I feel, the bliss I share 
of those whose anxious spirits burn 
with strong desires for thy return! 
With such I hasten to the place 
where God my Savior shows his face, 
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and gladly take my station there, 
and wait for thee, sweet hour of prayer! 
 

3. Sweet hour of prayer! sweet hour of prayer! 
thy wings shall my petition bear 
to him whose truth and faithfulness 
engage the waiting soul to bless. 
And since he bids me seek his face, 
believe his word, and trust his grace, 
I'll cast on him my every care, 
and wait for thee, sweet hour of prayer! 

                                  
* BENEDICTION                                                                                             Pastor Park 

 
POSTLUDE                 “Standing In the Need of Prayer”                  Rosalyn McClore         
 
 
*Stand as able 
 
 
 
Announcements: 
  
· We welcome all of you to our Sunday worship service today. We are glad that 
you are joining us this morning in person as well as online. 
  
· Altar Flowers are given this morning by Erin Redd to the Glory of God. 
  
· Please join us in the gym for fellowship immediately following the worship 
service. 
  
· Pentecost Sunday is May 24th. It’s time to order your red geraniums to decorate 
our sanctuary. Geraniums are $12 per pot and the deadline to order is Monday, 
May 18th. 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday 

John Taylor—May 20 

Alissa Wallace  - May 23 

 

Happy Anniversary 

Cathy & Doug Wallace—May 20 


