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“Loving Our Children” 

I am a Korean American.  What this means is that I am an 
American with Korean background.  In fact, every American 
who lives in this great nation all came from somewhere outside 
of America and brought their own unique cultural backgrounds 
with them.   One of the things that I found to be very different in 

America from Korea soon after I came to live in America is that there is no Children’s Day here.  In 
America, we have Mother’s Day and Father’s Day to celebrate the love of our mothers and fathers.   
However, to my knowledge, we do not have a day that has been especially designated as a national 
holiday to celebrate the importance of children.   We may be the one who first created Disney Land 
and Disney World, but we do not yet have a national holiday to celebrate the life, importance and hope 
of children.      

In Korea, May 5th is celebrated as the national Children’s Day.   Growing up in Korea until I 
came to America at ten, I remember counting the days leading up to Children’s Day.   On Children’s 
Day, the schools in Korea are closed and children are treated with special love and care.   On this day, 
amusement parks like Lotte World, the Korean version of Disney Land, are packed with children and 
their families.  But here in America, there is no such holiday.  And I still find that to be interesting after 
having lived here for almost half a century.    

One thing that is important to remember if we are Christians is that children have a very special 
place in God’s heart.  When Jesus was here on earth, he taught people that children have a special 
place in God’s kingdom.  At the time of Jesus, children did not receive the kind of care and recognition 
that they receive in our world today.  Unlike the children of today, children at the time of Jesus had little 
to no rights as human beings.  They were often viewed as nuisance and as people without value.  
They were tolerated but not welcome.  But then Jesus came along and said to people, “Let the little 
children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these 
(Matthew 19:14).”  Without a doubt, this was a teaching that was very radical for people to hear in 
those days.  Jesus welcomed children, loved and blessed them.   And we should also do the same, 
especially if we claim ourselves to be followers and imitators of Jesus Christ.   

But what does it mean for us to love our children?  How do we love them?  We can love them 
by providing for their basic needs in life such as shelter, food, and clothing.  We can also love them by 
treating them with respect, affirming their uniqueness as individuals, and helping them to develop as 
healthy and happy individuals.  These are all good ways to love our children.  But one of the best and 
most significant ways to love our children is to do for them something good that will have a life-long im-
pact and help them even when they grow old.  That is leading them to faith in Jesus Christ who is the 
way, the truth and the life.  The Bible teaches us, “Train up a child in the way he should go; even when 
he is old he will not depart from it (Proverbs 22:6).”    Of all the things we can do for our children, giving 
them a good start in life and setting them on the right path of life from the time when they are young 
may be one of the most significant things that we can do for them.    In their young age, children are 
malleable and ready to learn from their parents and teachers.  So, it is important for parents to use this 
precious opportunity to train them and guide them in the right way.  One of the things that must be in-
cluded in this training and guiding, I believe, is faith because faith is one of the greatest sources of 
strength, wisdom and hope in life.       

Pastor Park 



May Birthdays 

    May 5                                Robb McCombe 

    May 10                             Doreen Boyer 

    May 13                              Kelly Mitstifer 

    May 13                              Paige Mitstifer 

    May 15                              Nicole Pierce 

    May 20                              John Taylor 

    May 23                              Alissa Wallace 

    May 29                              Matthew Wallace 

 

Order your Food Cards by  

calling the church office at  

973-226-4410 or on our web-

site: caldwellchurch.org. 5% of 

the value of the card goes to 

the church! 

 

A Note of Thanks  
 

Thank you for your prayers for Brian and 
Austin. The Lord answers prayers. They are 
both doing well. 
 

Thank you. 
Linda Wahlers 

May Anniversaries 

 May 20, 1972                    Doug & Cathy Wallace 

May 20, 1973     Pastor Viv Rodeffer & Robb McCombe 

 May 20, 1989                  Brett & Marybeth Mitstifer 

 

Fish & Chips Thanks 
 

Dear CUMC family 
 

Once again, I am humbled by the support 
received in making our Fish n Chips Dinner 
a success. 
 

The array of cakes was phenomenal, the 25 
volunteers who worked so diligently were 
amazing. The 193 dinners that were pur-
chased or donated raised just under $1,500 
for our church mission. All I can say is thank 
you, thank you, thank you!!! 
 

Blessings and gratitude to all. 
Myrtle 

 

Our Prayer and Chant Circle  
accompanied by Visiting Harp  

occurs on the second and fourth 
Tuesday every month at 10:00 AM.  

 

 

 

                
 

 

Please join us in the sanctuary for 
30-45 minutes away from the world 
surrounded by God’s light and love. 



Tea & Coffee Social 

On April 19th 

Tea & Coffee Socials are hosted once a 

month by Dave & Rita Whetton as a time to 

share fellowship and conversation with our 

church and the greater community.  

Enjoy a complimentary cup of tea or coffee 

and check out the array of fresh home 

baked goods as well as other items for sale.  

All the proceeds from sales go to the 

church. 



Mother’s Day 
Join us for worship at 10 am on Mother’s Day, May 12th. We will 

have a wonderful guest violinist who will come and play for us, our 

chancel choir and children’s chime choir will also present special  

musical selections for our worship and celebration. 

And, please join us for a time of fellowship  

immediately following worship. 

Geraniums for Pentecost Sunday 

“When the day of Pentecost had come, they were 

altogether in one place. And suddenly from  

heaven there came a sound like the rush of a  

violent wind...divided tongues as of fire, appeared 

among them…” Acts 2: 1-3 
 

Celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit as wind 

and flames to the early Christian Church! 

You are invited to wear red for the service on 

Pentecost Sunday and purchase red geraniums to 

decorate our sanctuary. 

Order Deadline: Wednesday, May 15th 

Plants are $12 per pot 

Make checks payable to  

Caldwell United Methodist Church and drop in 

the offering plate or order & pay online at:  

caldwellchurch.org 

 

Christian Overcomers is a Christ centered  non-
profit organization, that seeks to provide caring 

and compassionate outreach programs for adults 
with developmental and or physical disabilities. 

Christie Pavlishin, a member of our church family 
volunteers with this group. Christian Overcomers is 
holding this fundraiser dinner to help special needs 

adults attend camp this summer. 

Pentecost 

Sunday, May 19th 



 

Scenes from the Annual Fish & Chips Dinner—April 27th, 2024 



 

Who planted these? 

Thank you and God Bless You! 

Annual Fish & Chips Dinner 2024 

Thank you to everyone 

who helped make our  

2024 Fish & Chips Dinner a 

success! 



BIBLE TRIVIA 

Test your knowledge of the Bible by answering these questions.  See how many 
you can answer correctly without looking at the answers. 

 

1.  How many books are in the Old Testament? How many in the New Testament?   

2,  What was Jesus' profession before he started his ministry?  

3.  What day of the week did Jesus rise from the dead?  

4.  Where did Jesus go 40 days after His resurrection?  

5.  How old was Jesus when he started his ministry?  

6.  What was the name of the woman who washed Jesus' feet?  

7.  After Jesus was crucified, who took His body down from the cross?  

8.  What city mentioned in the Book of Revelation is also the name of an American city? 

9.  Name the shortest verse in the Bible?  

10. What three things did Jesus command his disciples to do just before he ascended to  

      heaven after his resurrection?   

Answers: 

1. 39 & 27     2. A carpenter   3. Sunday    4. Heaven    5. Thirty   6. Mary Magdalene  

7. Joseph of Arimathea     8. Philadelphia      9. Jesus wept. John 11:35    10. Make disciples, 

baptize them and teach them to obey everything he commanded. 



Caldwell United Methodist Church 

Life is Better Together! 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2 3 4 

              

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

Worship  
10 am  
Communion 
Sunday 

            

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

Worship  
10 am 
Mother’s Day  

   Prayer & 
Chant Circle        
10 am 

Finance & 
Trustees 
meeting 7 pm 

Deadline to 
order            
Pentecost    
geraniums  

HUB meeting 
11 am 

  Tea & Coffee 
Social 9:30 am  

  

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

 Worship  
10 am         
Pentecost 
 

GNJC Annual 
Conference in 
Wildwood, NJ 
 

 GNJC Annual 
Conference in 
Wildwood, NJ 

 GNJC Annual 
Conference in 
Wildwood, NJ 

        

26 27 28 29 30 31  

 Worship  
10 am 

   Prayer & 
Chant Circle        
10 am 

Ad. Council 
meeting  
7:30 pm 
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8 Academy Road, Caldwell, NJ 07006 

Phone:   973-226-4410 

Website:   caldwellchurch.org   

Newsletter Editor: Ellen Elcavage   

SAFE SANCTUARY CERTIFIED  CHURCH                                 

HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE-LIFT at Academy Road Entrance   

FRIEND US ON  

 
 

 

Worship with us  

Sundays at 10 am 
 

Invite a friend or family 

member to join  

in worship 

 


