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Pastor Park 

ñIn the World, Not of the Worldò 

One thing that I enjoy doing growing up was fishing.  Even though I went fishing only once or twice 
a year because I lived in the city, I always enjoyed the experience of fishing. One of my fondest memories 
of fishing was going deep sea fishing with my whole family on Memorial Day or July 4th weekend.  This 
used to be an annual tradition for my family for few years.  Leaving from City Island, NY or from the Jersey 
shore, we spent a whole day fishing for blue fish, fluke, striped bass or whatever else we can catch.  It was 
at one of these annual fishing trips that I heard my father share something interesting that gave me an  
insight about faith and life that I still cherish to this day.  And it is this---even though fish in the sea live their 
whole life in salty water, salt never enters their body until they are dead.  Also, even though fish in the sea 
experience strong currents, healthy fish are always able to swim against the current while dead fish float to 
the surface and drift with the current.  This is the important difference between a living fish and dead fish.   

In the Bible, the people of faith are described as people who live ñin the worldò but are not ñof the 
worldò (John 17:14-16, Romans 12:2).  What does it mean to live ñin the worldò but not ñof the worldò?   
Being "of this world" means following the values, beliefs, and conduct of this world, many of which may be 
at odds with the teachings of Jesus and the Bible. For example, the world we live in tells us that our main 
concern in life should be about achieving materialistic success so we can afford a big house, nice cars, 
good food, comfort and leisure; that it is ok to hate our enemies and treat them with animosity; and that we 
should always consider and protect our self-interest above all things.  The world we live in often looks 
down on weakness, humility and meekness while glorifying power and authority. In contrast, Jesus said 
seeking Godôs kingdom and His righteousness should take precedence over the material success for   
people of faith (Matthew 6:33).  Jesus also taught people to love their enemies and pray for those who  
persecute them (Matthew 5:44). The Apostle Paul taught people to not be selfish but consider the interest 
of others rather than our own (Philippians 2:3-4, 1 Corinthian 10:24).  And Jesus also taught people that 
greatness is not measured by oneôs power and authority but by oneôs willing to serve others and that it is 
blessed to be meek (Matthew 20:26; Matthew 5:5).  Simply put, living in the world but not of the world   
refers to living our life differently than other non-believers because of our faith in God and in Jesus Christ.   
To use the metaphor of fish in the sea, living in the world but not of the world means that we live our life in 
this world holding on to the teachings and the values of our Christian faith while keeping the values of this 
world from infiltrating our heart and mind.  But to live like this, especially as believers, is not easy at all.   

One thing that I have come to notice about church ministry in the United Methodist Church over the 
years is that many churches seem to follow the seasonal pattern in our American society.  As we enter into 
summer season, for example, it is not uncommon to see many churches ñslow downò or altogether ñpauseò 
some of its main forms of ministry during the summer months from June to August, i.e. music ministry 
(church choir), Sunday school, and outreach, just to name a few. The main reasoning behind this is that 
many people travel during the summer months. While more people tend to travel during the summer, I 
have always been opposed to the idea of ñslowing downò or ñpausingò ministry during the summer months.   
To me, this always felt like the church conforming to the cultural values of the world rather than following 
its own conviction about loving, serving and worshipping God even when doing so may feel like it is going 
against the flow of the surrounding world. Would WE be okay if God paused His work of saving, healing, 
loving and blessing because it is summer and then resumed it in the fall?  Of course not. Our God is a 
ñfaithfulò God. That means that God is unchanging and dependable regardless of the season we are in. I 
believe that our God also wants us to be faithful in our life and devotion to Him and to each other. Have a 
safe, great and ñfaithfulò summer!        
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