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Pastor Park 

ñMy Fondest Memory of Appaò 

 

My father was a passionate preacher who preached with great enthusiasm and a deep love for the 
church and the people he served.   Sometimes, he preached pounding the pulpit like a great orator of old.   
He had a commanding personality that can sometimes come across as being fiery or scary, depending on 
the situation.   If he was a soldier rather than a pastor, I think he would have been a good captain or colonel 
who always look after his men with genuine care while keeping them disciplined.   However, when I look 
back at my relationship with my father, whom I called ñappaò in Korean rather than ñah-beoh-jiò all my life 
(ñappaò in Korean is the equivalent of ñdadò or ñdaddyò while ñah-beoh-jiò is ñfatherò in English), two childhood 
experiences with him always come out on top.  

The first memory of my ñappaò that continues to stay with me to this day is the experience that I had 
when I was about 4-5 years old.  One Sunday afternoon, I was playing in the church front yard.  I remember 
it to be sometime in late summer.   The church had ended a while ago and the church choir members had 
just finished their weekly practice.  When everyone came out of the church, it seemed like they were all    
going somewhere together, including my father.  When I saw my father leaving with church choir members, I 
ran to him and asked, ñWhere are you going appa?ò  He looked at me with a smile on his face and said to 
me tenderly, ñWould you like to come?ò   And then, even before I had a chance to respond, he picked me up, 
carried me piggyback and we left the church together.  I discovered sometime later that they were all going 
to a vineyard for a time of fellowship.  As one who loved grapes, I still remember how much I enjoyed picking 
grapes and eating them there.   

The second memory of my ñappaò is the experience that I had when I was about 5-6 years old in   
Korea.  In those days, boys played with marbles that had colorful designs, just like the ones we buy in stores 
in America today.  My friends and I often played various marble games for keep.  Unfortunately, I was not 

good in some of those games and I often lost my marbles to my friends.  One late 
winter day, as the shadows were growing tall, my father came home after a long 
day running errands.  (Note: In those days, my dadôs church parsonage was       
attached to the first floor of the church. And the youth meeting hall shared a wall 
with the parsonage.)  Happy to see him back, I ran to him and asked, ñAppa, could 
you buy me some marbles?ò  Without any hesitation, my dad said ñSure!ò And           
immediately he took out some money from his wallet and asked one of the church 
youth members who happened to be there to go and get some marbles for me.   

After a while he came back with a bag of marbles and my dad poured those marbles into my small hands.  
And I still remember to this day how happy I felt at that moment, seeing the marbles filling my two small 
hands to overflowing.  With my cupped two hands filled with marbles, I felt like I have gained the whole 
world.   

I am thankful to God and to my appa, who is now enjoying the glorious life in heaven, for giving me 
these memories that continue to stay with me to this day.  I am thankful that, out of all the things that I could 
remember about my relationship with my father, these two are the most memorable ones.   I believe that 
these two memories, as simple and ordinary as they may seem, had the greatest impact on becoming the 
person that I am today than any other experiences that Iôve had with my father.   To me, these two childhood 
experiences were my earliest memory of unconditional love and acceptance.  And I believe these enduring 
memories have shaped my faith, outlook in life as well as the disposition of my heart.  Thank you, appa, for 
these memories. I love you and I miss you.       
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ол-пр ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ 
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  WǳƴŜ н                        !Ƴȅ IŀƴǎŜƴ 
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  WǳƴŜ мм                      !ƴŘǊŜǿ ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜ 
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/ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǝƻƴǎΣ DǊŀŘǳŀǘŜǎ 

¢ƘŜ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ ¢ŜŀƳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ 

ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ нлнп ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜǎΦ  LŦ 

ȅƻǳΣ ƻǊ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊΣ ŀǊŜ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǝƴƎ 

ŦǊƻƳ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƻǊ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŜƴŘ 

ȅƻǳǊ ǇƘƻǘƻΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ȅƻǳ 

ŀǊŜ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǝƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ǘƻΥ  

ŎŀƭŘǿŜƭƭǳƳŎƴƧϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳΦ   

²Ŝ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ±ƻƛŎŜΦ 

 

CŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ /¦a/ aŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇǇŜǊǎΥ 

¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ ƻǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǘƘƛǎ Ŧŀƭƭ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ¢ƘŜ IǳōΗ 

 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƴŜŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛǾŜΣ ǿŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǘƘ ƛƴ 
ƎǊŀŘŜǎ с-уΦ  ¢ƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ /¦a/ ǿƛƭƭ ƻǇŜƴ ƻǳǊ ŘƻƻǊǎ ǘǿƛŎŜ ŀ ǿŜŜƪΣ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ 
¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅǎ о-р ǇΦƳΦΣ ǘƻ DǊƻǾŜǊ /ƭŜǾŜƭŀƴŘ aƛŘŘƭŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ  ¸ƻǳǘƘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǎǇŜƴŘ 
ǘƛƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΣ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ƘƻƳŜǿƻǊƪ ƘŜƭǇ ŦǊƻƳ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǇŜŜǊǎΣ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΣ 
ŀƴŘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǊŜƭŀȄΦ  !Řǳƭǘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ŀ ƴǳǊǘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
ŀŦŦƛǊƳƛƴƎ ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜΦ   

 

±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ŀƴ ƻǊƛŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘŜŘ фκмтκнп ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ŘŀǘŜΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ 
ƴƻ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ς ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ǘƛƳŜ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŘŜǾƻǘŜ ǘƻ ¢ƘŜ Iǳō ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΦ   
±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŦƛƴƎŜǊǇǊƛƴǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ {ŀŦŜ {ŀƴŎǘǳŀǊƛŜǎ tǊƻǘƻŎƻƭΦ   

 

LŦ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ƳƻǊŜΣ ŎƘŀǘ ǿƛǘƘ tŀǎǘƻǊ tŀǊƪΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛƴŜ ²ŀŘŘƛƴƎǘƻƴΣ YŀǘƘȅ ½ŀƧŀŎ ƻǊ ¢ǊŀŎȅ 
±ƻŎŀΦ  ¢ƘŜȅΩƭƭ ōŜ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŘŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ƭƛǎǘΦ  ¸ƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ŀƭǎƻ 
ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ 9ƭƭŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ǘƻ ǎƛƎƴ ǳǇΦ 

 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ǎƛƎƴ ǳǇ ŀǎ ŀ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ŦƻǊ ¢ƘŜ Iǳō ōȅ Wǳƭȅ мΣ нлнпΦ 
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tŜƴǘŜŎƻǎǘ 

{ǳƴŘŀȅΣ aŀȅ мфǘƘ 

IƻƴƻǊƛƴƎ aƻǘƘŜǊǎ 

ϧ aƻǘƘŜǊ CƛƎǳǊŜǎ 

ƻƴ aƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ 

{ǳƴŘŀȅΣ aŀȅ мнǘƘ 



 

 

 

 

 

 

5ƛǎƘ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ hǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ 

hǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǇŀŎƪƛƴƎ ōƛƴǎ ƻŦ ŘƛǎƘǿŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŎǳǘƭŜǊȅ ǘƻ ŘƻƴŀǘŜ ǘƻ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ƛƴ 
ƴŜŜŘΦ  ²ŜΩǾŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ hŀǎƛǎΣ ŀ ƴƻƴ-ǇǊƻŬǘ ƘŀǾŜƴ ŦƻǊ ǿƻƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƴ 
tŀǘŜǊǎƻƴΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ Ƙƻǘ ƳŜŀƭǎΣ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ ŦƻƻŘΣ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎΣ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ 
ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴŀƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƭƛƊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅΦ  ¢Ŝƴ ōƛƴǎΣ ŜŀŎƘ ŬƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ у ǇƭŀŎŜ 
ǎŜǩƴƎǎΣ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ŘƛǎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎǳǘƭŜǊȅΣ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ WǳƴŜ сǘƘΦ  ¢ǿƻ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ōƛƴǎ 
ǿƛƭƭ Ǝƻ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ǘƻ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǿƘƻ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƻǎǘ ƘƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ ŬǊŜΦ 
 

Iƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ȅƻǳ ƘŜƭǇΚ  ²ŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ŬƭƭƛƴƎ ōƛƴǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ άIŀǇǇȅ IƻǳǊέ ŀƊŜǊ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ 
ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǇƛǘŎƘ ƛƴΦ  ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊ ŀ ōƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ϷнлΦ  {ƛƳǇƭȅ ǿǊƛǘŜ ŀ 
ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻǊ Ǉǳǘ ŀ Ϸнл ōƛƭƭ ƛƴǘƻ ŀƴ ŜƴǾŜƭƻǇŜ ŀƴŘ ŘǊƻǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǝƻƴ ǇƭŀǘŜ ƻǊ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƻ ¢ǊŀŎȅ ±ƻŎŀΦ  
.Ŝ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜ ά5ƛǎƘ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅέ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŜƴǾŜƭƻǇŜ ƻǊ ŎƘŜŎƪΦ  [ŀǎǘƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘƭȅΣ 
ǎŀȅ ŀ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎƘŜǎ ōǊƛƴƎ ƭƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǿƻƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜŘΣ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀǎ 
ǊŜŦǳƎŜŜǎ ƻǊ ǾƛŎǝƳǎ ƻŦ ŘƻƳŜǎǝŎ ŀōǳǎŜΦ aŀȅ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎƘŜǎ ƘŜƭǇ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ōǳƛƭŘ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ƭƻǾŜ-
ŬƭƭŜŘ ƳŜŀƭǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀȅ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ 
ōǊƛƎƘǘŜǊ Řŀȅǎ ŀƘŜŀŘΦ  

 

The Board of Trustees is proud to announce the 
 

2024 Dow Rich Memorial Scholarship Recipients 

 

Alexis Narine 

Adrian Voca 

Isabel Voca 

Enzo Whetton 

 

Congratulations! 



 

tǳƭƭŜŘ tƻǊƪ ..v 5ƛƴƴŜǊ 

hƴ aŀȅ муǘƘΣ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ hǾŜǊŎƻƳŜǊǎΣ ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǘ  

ŎŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ  ƴƻƴ-ǇǊƻŬǘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴΣ ƘŜƭŘ ŀ tǳƭƭŜŘ tƻǊƪ 

..v ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ŀǘ /ŀƭŘǿŜƭƭ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ ¢ƘŜ 

ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ ŦǳƴŘǎ ǘƻ ǎŜƴŘ  

ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŘƛǎŀōƭŜŘ ŀŘǳƭǘǎ ǘƻ 

ŎŀƳǇ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΦ  



5ŜŎƭŀƴ aƻȅƴƛƘŀƴΣ ŀ .ƻȅ {Ŏƻǳǘ ŦǊƻƳ wƻǎŜƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŀ 

ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ¢ǊƻƻǇ о ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜŜǘǎ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ 

ǘƻ ŜŀǊƴ ŀ ƳŜǊƛǘ ōŀŘƎŜ ƛƴ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ǿŀȅ 

ǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ǌŀƴƪ ƻŦ 9ŀƎƭŜ {ŎƻǳǘΦ IŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ 

tŀǧȅ {ŀƳǇǎƻƴ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƘŀŘ ƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǎƘŜŘ 

ŦƻǊ ŀ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ŀƭƻƴƎ ƘŜǊ ōŀŎƪ ŦŜƴŎŜΦ  

5ŜŎƭŀƴ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ tŀǧȅ ǘƻ  

ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ŀǘ ŀ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ǎǘƻǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜƴ  

5ŜŎƭŀƴ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ǎǘŜǇŦŀǘƘŜǊΣ DƭŜƴƴΩǎ ƘŜƭǇ ǇƭŀƴǘŜŘ ŜǾŜǊȅπ

ǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tŀǧȅΩǎ ȅŀǊŘΣ ŎǊŜŀǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ 

tŀǧȅ ƘŀŘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǿŀƴǘŜŘΦ 

!ǎ ŀ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΣ tŀǧȅ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƻǳǘ 

ǘǊƻƻǇ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ 5ŜŎƭŀƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ōƻƻƪ 

ŀōƻǳǘ ƴŀǝǾŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŜŜǎΦ 

5ŜŎƭŀƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŜƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ фǘƘ ƎǊŀŘŜ ƛƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊΦ IŜ 

ŀƴŘ tŀǧȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƻǳŎƘΦ 

/ǳō {Ŏƻǳǘ tŀŎƪ улм ƘŜƭŘ  ŀ ŦƻƻŘ ŘǊƛǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ 

урл ƭōǎΦ ƻŦ ŦƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ ƎƻƻŘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜǊŜ  

ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ wƻǎŜƭŀƴŘ CƻƻŘ tŀƴǘǊȅΦ 

¢ƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƻǳǘǎ 

ŀƴŘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ 

tŀŎƪ улм ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ǘƘŀƴƪ /ŀƭŘǿŜƭƭ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ aŜǘƘπ

ƻŘƛǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎ 

ŀǘ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΦ 

άhǳǊέ {Ŏƻǳǘǎ IŜƭǇƛƴƎ hǘƘŜǊǎ 


