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Have you ever heard of ñThe Parable of the Drowning Manò? It 
goes like this: 

A fellow was stuck on his rooftop in a flood. He was praying to God 
for help. 

Soon a man in a rowboat came by and the fellow shouted to the 
man on the roof, ñJump in, I can save you.ò The stranded fellow 
shouted back, ñNo, itôs OK, Iôm praying to God and he is going to 
save me.ò So, the rowboat went on.  

Then a motorboat came by. The fellow in the motorboat shouted, 
ñJump in, I can save you.ò To this the stranded man said, ñNo 
thanks, Iôm praying to God and he is going to save me. I have 
faith.ò So, the motorboat went on. 

Then a helicopter came by and the pilot shouted down, ñGrab this 
rope and I will lift you to safety.ò To this the stranded man again replied, ñNo thanks, Iôm praying to God 
and he is going to save me. I have faith.ò So, the helicopter reluctantly flew away. 

Soon the water rose above the rooftop and the man drowned. He went to Heaven. He finally got his 
chance to discuss this whole situation with God, at which point he exclaimed, ñI had faith in you but you 
didnôt save me, you let me drown. I donôt understand why!ò 

To this God replied, ñI sent you a rowboat and a motorboat and a helicopter, what more did you expect?ò 

Although this story is often told as a joke, this funny story can be read as a lesson on missed op-
portunities in life.  The man who drowned had preconceived ideas about how God will save him, i.e. per-
haps a miraculous rescue through an angel?  The tragedy is that God had already made provisions to 
save the man.  But manôs preconception, biases, and/or stubbornness prevented the man from experi-
encing Godôs deliverance.  We can make similar mistakes in our own lives, sometimes without even 
knowing.   

It's been one month since I arrived at Caldwell UMC as the new pastor.  After a month, I feel like 
walking around wearing a T-shirt that reads, ñI survived my first month at CUMC.ò  These days, my life is 
filled with many ñfirst timersòðthe first time visiting church members, the first time serving Communion, 
the first time writing for the church newsletter and many moreé And of all the ñfirst timers,ò perhaps the 
most significant one is that I am the first pastor in the history of this church who is of Asian American 
background, a person who is commonly labeled as an ñethnic minorityò in our society.  

 For some in this church, this can feel so different and even strange because its their ñfirst timeò 
having someone like me as their ñpastor.ò  I know how this can feel to some people.  But I hope you will 
not let that stand in the way for you to experience what God has prepared for you and for CUMC.   I be-
lieve that I am here because, in His love, goodness and faithfulness, God called me to love and serve the 
people here.  I also believe that God has prepared something good for me and my family here as well.   
To me, CUMC is Godôs row boat in my life.  And I intend to jump in it wholeheartedly.  I will also do my 
very best to be Godôs rowboat, motorboat or helicopter for CUMC and everyone here at CUMC.   I invite 
you to push aside whatever reservations you may have and jump in.  Together, we will experience not on-
ly Godôs deliverance but good and wonderful things that God has prepared for ñour churchò and ñour life 
together.ò  Jump in, and letôs go to places!  Praise and thanks be to God!   Pastor Park 
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  !ǳƎǳǎǘ муΣ нлмф        !ƭƛǎǎŀ ϧ !ƴŘǊŜǿ ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜ 
 
  !ǳƎǳǎǘ нмΣ мффн        DƭŜƴƴ ϧ DŜǊƛ ¢ƻƳƛŎƘ 
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  !ǳƎǳǎǘ мт               .ǊǳŎŜ /ƛŎŎƛƻƴŜ 

  !ǳƎǳǎǘ му               9ƭŜƴŀ YǊǳǇŀ 

  !ǳƎǳǎǘ му               5ƻǊƻǘƘȅ ¢ƘŜƛƭŜ  мллǘƘ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅΗ 

  !ǳƎǳǎǘ нт               /ŀǊƛǎǎŀ {ǘŜƭǘŜǊ 

 

CƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ wŜǇƻǊǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ aŀȅ нлно 

 

¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƻǳǊ ŬǊǎǘ ŬǾŜ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƻŦ 
нлно ƻǳǊ ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜǎ ŜȄŎŜŜŘŜŘ ƻǳǊ 
ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ǾŜǊǎǳǎ ƻǳǊ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘŜŘ ōǳŘƎπ

Ŝǘ ōȅ ϷмтΣолмΦ  
 

hǳǊ ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ϷсΣтмм ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ 
ƛǎ Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ Dŀǎ ŀƴŘ 9ƭŜŎǘǊƛŎΣ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ 
DǊƻǳƴŘǎΣ hŶŎŜ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ aƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ 
ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ōǳŘƎŜǘΦ  
 

hƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ǎƛŘŜ ƻǳǊ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ϷмΣррм 
ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƻǳǊ Ǝƻŀƭ ǘƻ ŘŀǘŜΦ hǳǊ CŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ DƛǾŜǊǎ 
ǿŜǊŜ ϷпΣфсо ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ tƭŜŘƎŜǊǎ 
ǿŜǊŜ ϷоΣпмн ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ ŀƴǝŎƛǇŀǘŜŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛƳπ
ǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƻǾŜǊ ƭŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ hǳǊ ƳƛǎŎŜƭƭŀƴŜƻǳǎ ƛƴπ
ŎƻƳŜ ǿŀǎ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ 
ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜǎ ŜȄŎŜŜŘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƛƴŎƻƳŜΦ  
 

²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǳǇŘŀǘŜǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ 
ŬƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ нлноΦ 
 

¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ Ƴƛƴƛǎπ
ǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ȅƻǳǊ ǇƭŜŘƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ ƎƛǾƛƴƎΦ  
 

{ƛƴŎŜǊŜƭȅΣ 
¸ƻǳǊ CƛƴŀƴŎŜ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ 

.ŀǊōŀǊŀ .ŜŎƘǘƻƭŘ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘ ƘŜǊ фтǘƘ ōƛǊǘƘπ

Řŀȅ ƻƴ Wǳƭȅ мпǘƘΦ {ƘŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ƭŀǘŜ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΣ 

YŜƴ ǿŜǊŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ŀƭŘǿŜƭƭ ¦a/ 

ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŦƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ .ŀǊōŀǊŀ ƛǎ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜŘ 

ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ ƎǊŀƴŘŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ {ŀǊŀƘ 9ƭƭŜƴΦ 

¢ƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ ¢ǊǳǎǘŜŜǎ ƛǎ ǇǊƻǳŘ  

ǘƻ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜ ƻǳǊ 

нлно 

5ƻǿ wƛŎƘ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ  

{ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ wŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘǎ 

 

!ƭŜȄƛǎ bŀǊƛƴŜ 

5ŀƴŀ {ǘŜƭǘŜǊ 

LǎŀōŜƭ ±ƻŎŀ 

5ŀǾƛŘ 9ƴȊƻ ²ƘŜǧƻƴ 

 

wŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ  

ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ  

WǳƴŜ муǘƘΦ 
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  ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ WƻȅŎŜ ϧ {ŀƭ CǊŀƴŎŀǾƛƭƭŀ ϧ CŀƛǊŬŜƭŘ CŀǊƳǎ ŦƻǊ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ 
ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ǎŀƭŜκŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ŘƛǎƘ ƛƴ WǳƴŜΦ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǿƘƻ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜŘ ǇƭŀƴǘǎΦ  ²Ŝ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ 
ŀōƻǳǘ Ϸрлл ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ 

  aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ 5ŀȅ tŀǊŀŘŜΥ  hǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŜȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƴƛƻǊ ŎƛǝȊŜƴǎ ƻŦ /ŀƭŘǿŜƭƭ 
ōȅ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ŀƭŘǿŜƭƭ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ IŜŀƭǘƘ ϧ IǳƳŀƴ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦ  ²Ŝ ƻũŜǊŜŘ ǎŜŀǝƴƎ ǳƴŘŜǊ 
ǘƘŜ ǎƘŀŘŜ ƻŦ ŎŀƴƻǇƛŜǎΣ ŎƻũŜŜ ϧ ŎƻƭŘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǘƻ нлҌ ƎǳŜǎǘǎΦ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǇǊƛƳŜ ǾƛŜǿƛƴƎ 
ǎǇƻǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŀŘŜΗ  

tƭŀƴǘ {ŀƭŜ ϧ /ƻǾŜǊŜŘ 5ƛǎƘ 

aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ 5ŀȅ tŀǊŀŘŜ 



#ÁÌÄ×ÅÌÌ 5ÎÉÔÅÄ -ÅÔÈÏÄÉÓÔ #ÈÕÒÃÈ 

  σω ÙÅÁÒÓ ÁÆÔÅÒ ПÉÒÓÔ ÁÐÐÏÉÎÔÍÅÎÔȦ 

hƴ wŜǾΦ wƻŘŜũŜǊΩǎ ƭŀǎǘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ Σ WǳƴŜ муǘƘΣ 5ƻǿ wƛŎƘ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƎƛǾŜƴΣ CŀǘƘŜǊǎ 

5ŀȅ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ {ǳǇŜǊƛƴǘŜƴŘŜƴǘ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎ ŀƴŘ  ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ 

ƻũŜǊ Ƙƛǎ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ōŜƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ .ƛǎƘƻǇ {ŎƘƻƭΦ 
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¢ǊǳǎǘŜŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ¢ƻƴȅ 

DŀȊȊƛƭƭƻ ŀǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ 5ƻǿ 

wƛŎƘ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇǎ 

ǘƻ !ƭŜȄƛǎ bŀǊƛƴŜΣ 5ŀƴŀ 

{ǘŜƭǘŜǊΣ LǎŀōŜƭƭŜ ±ƻŎŀ ŀƴŘ 

ώƴƻǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘϐ 9ƴȊƻ ²ƘŜǧƻƴΦ 
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