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SUNDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2023                                     20th Sunday After Pentecost                              

     Caldwell United Methodist Church, 8 Academy Road, Caldwell, N. J. 07006 

Rev. Kil Jae Park, Pastor 

 
 

PRELUDE                                   “Near to the Heart of God”                     So Jung Lee 

 

WELCOME AND INVOCATION                                                                     Pastor Park 

We come before you this day having witnessed throughout last week the realities of 

indescribable human suffering and evil in the Middle East.  Our hearts are heavy and 

we lift up our sincere prayers for peace and healing in this world.  Help us to know that  

when we abide in your truth and live according to your ways, good triumphs over evil, 

love is stronger than hate, and truth wins the day.  As we worship you today, open our 

hearts and our spirits, O God, so we may hear your healing words of love and hope. 

Help us be the people of peace and reconciliation that you have called us to be.  Focus 

our hearts and minds on things that are worthy of praise, and bless us with a peace that 

passes all understanding.  In Jesus’ Name. AMEN. 
 

* CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                         

Praise be to God, who has brought us here this day. 

Praise and thanks be to God for all the blessings we have received. 

What joy we have in God’s presence! 

What peace is brought to us in God’s house! 

As God gives us peace, God call us to be peacemakers in this world. 

Lord, teach us and help us to be your peace.   

Come, let us worship God in truth and in spirit.   

To God be the glory and honor.  AMEN. 
 

* OPENING HYMN         “Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling”                UMH  # 348 

1 Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, 

calling for you and for me; 

see, on the portals he's waiting and watching, 

watching for you and for me. 
 

Refrain: 

Come home, come home; 

you who are weary come home; 
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earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, 

calling, O sinner, come home! 

2 Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading, 

pleading for you and for me? 

Why should we linger and heed not his mercies, 

mercies for you and for me? [Refrain] 
 

3 Time is now fleeting, the moments are passing, 

passing from you and from me; 

shadows are gathering, deathbeds are coming, 

coming for you and for me. [Refrain] 
 

4 O for the wonderful love he has promised, 

promised for you and for me! 

Though we have sinned, he has mercy and pardon, 

pardon for you and for me. [Refrain] 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Together) 

We seek your goodness, O God, for we search our hearts and find them wanting. 
We seek your joy, source of mirth and laughter, for our limbs are weary and our 
hearts are heavy. Set our minds on things that are excellent, admirable, and 
worthy of praise. Teach and inspire us to shine the light of your love far and wide, 
that the world might strive after things that are just, righteous, and true. Amen. 
 

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS AND PASSING OF THE PEACE  
 

GATHERING SONG                     “Thou Art Worthy”                               TFWS # 2041 

 
 

SCRIPTURE                                Philippians 4:1-9                      Pastor Karen, Reader           

Thou art worthy, 

Thou art worthy, 

Thou art worthy, O Lord, 

To receive glory, 

Glory and honor, 

Glory and honor and power 

For Thou hast created, 

hast all things created, 

Thou hast created all things; 

And for Thy pleasure 

they are created - 

Thou art worthy, O Lord. 
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4 Therefore, my brothers and sisters, you whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, 

stand firm in the Lord in this way, dear friends! 2 I plead with Euodia and I plead with 

Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. 3 Yes, and I ask you, my true companion, 

help these women since they have contended at my side in the cause of the gospel, 

along with Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose names are in the book of life. 
4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness be evident 

to all. The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by 

prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of 

God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in 

Christ Jesus. 8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, 

whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if 

anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things. 9 Whatever you have 

learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me—put it into practice. And the God 

of peace will be with you. 
 

L: The word of God for the people of God.   
P: Thanks be to God. 
 

ANTHEM                                “A Mighty Fortress is Our God”                 So Jung Lee                                                                                 
 

MESSAGE                             “Are You Anxious or Worried?”                   Pastor Park 

                                                                       

RECEIVING THE MORNING’S OFFERINGS  
 

*DOXOLOGY #94 

         Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

         Praise God all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

          Praise God the source of all our gifts! 

          Praise Jesus Christ whose power uplifts! 

          Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 

*DEDICATION  

God of steadfast love, your bounty knows no bounds. For the abundant gifts in our lives, 

we thank you. For the peace that passes all understanding, we praise you. For keeping 

our hearts and minds in Christ Jesus, we honor you. Receive the gifts we bring you this 

day, and help us stay focused on things that are excellent and admirable, holy and just, 

righteous and pure. Amen. 
 

PRAYER                                                                                        Pastor Karen Gazzillo 
  

THE LORD’S PRAYER    
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

* CLOSING HYMN               “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”                 UMH # 526 

1. What a friend we have in Jesus, 

all our sins and griefs to bear! 

What a privilege to carry 

everything to God in prayer! 

O what peace we often forfeit, 

O what needless pain we bear, 

all because we do not carry 

everything to God in prayer. 
 

2. Have we trials and temptations? 

Is there trouble anywhere? 

We should never be discouraged; 

take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Can we find a friend so faithful 

who will all our sorrows share? 

Jesus knows our every weakness; 

take it to the Lord in prayer. 
 

3. Are we weak and heavy laden, 

cumbered with a load of care? 

Precious Savior, still our refuge; 

take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? 

Take it to the Lord in prayer! 

In his arms he'll take and shield thee; 

thou wilt find a solace there. 
 

* BENEDICTION                                                                                            Pastor Park 
 

POSTLUDE                                   “Blessed Assurance”                           So Jung Lee 

 

*Stand as able 

 

Altar flowers are given to the Glory of God and as the congregation of Caldwell 

United Methodist Church joins together in prayer for the people of Israel. 
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Thank you to So Jung Lee, our musician today for sharing her talents with us this 

Sunday. 

  

We thank Carol O’Donnell for providing refreshments for Coffee Hour today. 

  

Scripture Readers are needed for the months of October & November. Please call 

the church office at 973-226-4410 or email caldwellumcnj@gmail.com if you can 

volunteer. 

 

Make plans to attend the Pulled Pork and BBQ Chicken Dinner on October 21 

from 5 to 7 pm! A dine-in buffet or takeout option is available. Use the QR code 

below, email the office at caldwellumcnj@gmail.com, visit our website at 

caldwellchurch.org or call the church office at 973-226-4410 to make your 

reservations. Reservations and payment are required by Tuesday, October 17th.  
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